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Looking to get students involved in cutting-edge mapping pilot  
 
The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) is pleased to announce that it is investigating a revival of its volunteer 
mapping program, The National Map Corps!  We are looking for volunteers to assist in building the maps 
of the future. 

Over the past two decades, the USGS National Geospatial Program (NGP) sponsored various forms of 
volunteer map data collection projects. Volunteers helped the USGS improve its maps during this period, 
by annotating paper maps, collecting data using GPS units, and submitting data using a web-based tool.  
However, in 2008, the volunteer mapping program was suspended as new methods for using volunteer 
data were being investigated. 

In recent years, new web- and mobile-based technologies have made it easier to create, combine, and 
share maps. Recent events have shown how well these technologies support the rapid production of 
geographic information.  

In light of this rapidly changing technical landscape and increasing use of social networking, the USGS is 
exploring a new approach to the volunteer program, and is launching a project to test options for 
volunteer participation in The National Map. 

The project involves mapping structures in the state of Colorado.  Structures are man-made buildings 
and facilities, such as schools and fire stations. Using an internet mapping application, volunteers can 
help the USGS update The National Map by correcting or adding information about structures. 

If the Colorado investigation is successful in attracting volunteers and capturing data for inclusion in The 
National Map, the program may be expanded in the future. 

This project offers an opportunity for students, teachers, parents and others in the community to 
participate in the creation of The National Map and US Topo products.  Please consider getting involved 
in mapping your local community by using this project as part of a geography lesson plan within your 
class. This is an excellent opportunity to increase geo-literacy and participate in citizen science.  If you 
are interested in participating please see our 
website, https://my.usgs.gov/confluence/display/nationalmapcorps/Home.  

To discuss further how this project can fit into your class, please contact us 
at nationalmapcorps@usgs.gov or call: 303-202-4503 
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