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U.S. DOT Structure

 U.S. DOT is a cabinet level agency
e Secretary Anthony Foxx is the head

* Federal Highway Administration

(FHWA) is one of several modes in U.S.
DOT

More information available at

http://www.transportation.gov
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FHWA Offices Involved in

Vegetation Management

 Headquarters
* Federal Lands Highway Divisions
e Office of Technical Services

e Federal-aid Highway Division Offices (in
all 50 states plus D.C. and Puerto Rico)
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FHWA and

Vegetation Management

The Role of FHWA and State Departments of Transportation

* FHWA provides Federal-aid funds to State Departments of Transportation
(DOTs) for highway construction, improvement, and rehabilitation projects.

e State DOTs own roadside rights-of-way (ROW) and may choose to use Federal-
aid funds to control noxious weeds and establish native vegetation.

e FHWA does not own any ROW and does not control how State DOTs use
Federal-aid dollars.

« FHWA provides tools to promote use of native vegetation and control invasive
species in ROWs.
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FHWA and

Vegetation Management

FHWA Funding Eligibilities
23 U.S.C. 329, “Eligibility for control of noxious weeds and aquatic noxious weeds
and establishment of native species” is an eligibility available under the following:

* Federal-aid highway funds
e Surface Transportation Program funds

Guidance is at: (http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/guidance/noxweeds.cfm).

23 U.S.C. 101(a)(29), Transportation Alternatives Program

e an eligibility for community improvements including “vegetation management
practices in transportation rights-of-way to improve roadway safety, prevent
against invasive species, and provide erosion control” — State and local

governments are eligible for these funds.
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What FHWA has Heard from

States DOTs about Needs

Things Some State DOTs Need to Control Invasive Species

* Training tools for field staff (e.g. regionally specific ecosystem and
plant identification guides, information on methods for removing
invasive plants and preventing them from spreading)

Integrated vegetation management decisions tools for roadside
maintenance managers

* Affordable, good quality native plant material sources
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FHWA Vegetation

Management Tools

eBook: Vegetation Management: An Ecoregional Approach

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT: . .
An Ecoregional Approach  Coming to the FHWA website soon

— * Provides State-by-State ecoregion maps and
N g local preserves to inform successful site-specific
Ty plantings and on-going maintenance
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* Promotes managing roadsides and other lands
for native plants and overall ecosystem health

* Available at
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/
ecosystems/veg mgmt rpt/
vegmgmt ecoregional approach.asp
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FHWA Vegetation Management

Ongoing Activities

Research and Development

* Develop DOTWASH (http://s-k-enviro.com/specs.html), a mobile
weed seed washer for roadwork equipment and vehicles, to be
more cost efficient

Interagency Efforts

* Federal Interagency Committee for the Management of Noxious
and Exotic Weeds

* Plant Conservation Alliance (National Seed Strategy — BLM lead)

Information Dissemination

* FHWA Vegetation Management website update
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FHWA Vegetation Management

Ongoing Activities (cont.)

Pollinator Habitat = Managing Roadsides for Native Vegetation

AASHTO pollinator webinar delivered July 2015 (108 attendees)

Best Management Practices (BMPs) for roadside pollinator habitat (winter
2015/2016)

Literature review and State-of-Practice in State DOT’s vegetation management
practices as part of BMP work

https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/ecosystems/documents/

pollinators BMPs in highway ROW.asp

State DOT pollinator case studies
http://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/ecosystems/vegmgmt pollinators.asp

I-35 Monarch Highway technical workshop, October 2015 (USFWS)
1-35 Monarch Summit, late fall 2015 (USDOT)

US. Department of Transportation
Federal Highway Administration




Examples of Promising
Practices at State DOTs
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Report IN has two platforms...

Computer Smart phone

= EDDMapS.org/indiana = Great Lakes Early Detection
Network (GLEDN) app

\EDDMapS Database
Queue To Be Verified




Examples of Promising

Practices from State DOTs

Indiana DOT (INDOT) GPS tracking Invasive Species

 EDDMapS for INDOT - “Report IN” allows anyone to enter invasive
species location info into https://www.eddmaps.org/indiana/ from
a computer or through the Great Lakes Early Detection Network
smartphone app

* Implementedin 2014

 New reports of species in counties where they were previously
unknown to exist

* Three new species reported, not previously known to exist in the
state
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Examples of Promising
Practices from State DOTs
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INTEGRATED ROADSIDE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT
The concept of integrated roadside vegetation management (IRVM) has a long history in the state of lowa. With its
LIVING ROADWAY TRUS beginnings in the mic-19 S ablish IRVM programs at the city, county, and
FUND state levels. The goal of IRVM is to provide an alternative to corventional roadside management practices, which
ommon before IRVM was adopted. These conventional practices, including the extensive use of mows
herbicides, wel { Stly to implement on a regular basis, were frequently neffective, and contributed to
increased potential for surface water contamination

IOWA PLANTS

NATIVE PLANT LIST

ay, IRVM Integrates the use of native and other select types of vegetation with appropriate management
echniques to produce a cost-emective, environmentally sound management atemative ror roadsides. To achieve
lowa's IRVM objectives, the state's Plan is implemented along federal and state highways through the
coording 1 0f the lowa Department of Transportation Additionally, many counties and cities have adopted an
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Examples of Promising

Practices from State DOTs

One part of Washington DOTs Integrated Vegetation Management

Goat “weed warriors” ready for battle this
summer

Wednesday, May 6, 2015

& RN

By Barbara LaBoe

We're deploying some four-legged warriors this summer in our never ending battle with
weeds along state highways and right of ways: Goats.

We first used hoof-powered weed control last year in Vancouver. This year —
appropriately enough the Year of the Goat — we're expanding the pilot program. Goat
weed warriors will tangle with brush and weeds in Olympia and Spokane as well as
return to battle at more Vancouver sites.

We normally use workers with mowers and other gas-powered machines to clear
these areas. Goat power has decidedly less greenhouse gas emissions and is better
for the environment. Goats also sterilize weed seed through their digestive process,
preventing new plants from taking root. And, four legs are also better than two when it
comes to storming some rocky, weed-infested areas.
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Questions?

For Further Information
Email:
deirdre.remley@dot.gov

mrondinella@dot.gov
bsmith@dot.gov
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