Here are some of the things that Arnell Forde looks for in the metadata record while conducting each review:
 
1. Do not use layer or file name as the metadata record title. At a minimum, the title should describe what the data is, from where, and when it was collected.
2. Include at least one ISO 19115 Topic Category Keyword
3. “Direct_Spatial_Reference_Method” should be one of the following: ‘vector’ or ‘point’ or ‘raster’
4. Abscissa and Ordinate resolution values (the smallest distance that can exist between x,y points) must be greater than 0.0. 
· For vector data, this is the clustering tolerance and for raster data it is the pixel size.
5. Include links to publications and datasets by using, “Online_Linkage” and “Network_Address”.
· For the Online_Linkage, use the publication’s DOI link (not a link to pubs.usgs.gov)—that way if the web address changes, then it will be automatically updated
· Make sure the hyperlink used in the Network_Resource_Name points directly to the data download location/file.
6. For Web Mapping Services, use ‘getmap’ request in WMS links. At a minimum, these links should include a layer name, version, preferred image format, and preferred SRS
7. For the Resource_Description, I ask authors to use the data file name and extension. This way if the data are provided in a .zip file, readers will know the exact name of the data file(s). 
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