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We use controlled vocabularies
to define and label
categories of data
so you can find the data you need.



1. What’s a controlled vocabulary?
2. What’s the USGS CMG Catalog?
3. How controlled vocabularies can be used to find 

data in the catalog.
4. The controlled vocabulary keywords are in the 

metadata records.
5. This approach scales.

Today’s topics



A controlled vocabulary is an established list of 
standardized terminology for use in indexing and 
retrieval of information. 
_________________
OECD Glossary of Statistical Terms, 
https://stats.oecd.org/glossary/detail.asp?ID=6260

https://stats.oecd.org/glossary/detail.asp?ID=6260










Data.Gov

EPA Data

NOAA Data

DOI Open Data Catalog

USGS Science Data Catalog

USGS CMG Catalog

Your Data?



• A controlled vocabulary is an established list of standardized 
terminology for use in indexing and retrieval of information.*

• The USGS CMG Catalog is the authoritative list of data available 
from the USGS Coastal/Marine Hazards and Resources Program.

• Terms from controlled vocabularies can be used to discover data in 
the Catalog.

• The controlled vocabulary keywords are in the keyword fields of 
metadata records.

• We could work together to use this approach for all our data.
__________________________________________________________
* Definition from OECD Glossary of Statistical Terms, https://stats.oecd.org/glossary/detail.asp?ID=6260

Summary

https://stats.oecd.org/glossary/detail.asp?ID=6260
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CMG Catalog 
https://data.usgs.gov/cmgp/

USGS Science Data Catalog
https://data.usgs.gov/datacatalog/

USGS Thesaurus Term Finder
https://www2.usgs.gov/science/tab-term.html
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