Proposal for the Development of a USGS Citizen Science/Public Participation in Science Working Group
Within the Community for Data Integration, we propose to create a working group to identify the various projects, programs or tools across the USGS which involve citizen scientists and public participation in science.  This will help to gain understanding of what kind and how much data the projects are generating, who are using the data , and investigate data aggregation efforts that may be possible across projects.  We suggest making an invitation to USGS programs to identify and discover the details of the various projects and their parameters described above to create an inventory of efforts and outputs.
Involving citizen scientists in research projects has the potential to provide observational data and information that were previously too expensive and time consuming to collect in a traditional scientific study.  With appropriate quality control processes in place, the general public can help to fill in gaps in knowledge and increase the amount of information gathered for a variety of studies.  Benefits to those in the general public are equally great, including the potential to educate citizens about environmental issues and empower them to be a part of research that can lead to improvements and solutions, while taking responsibility or ownership for the locales they observe and work in.     
Another charge of this working group would be to share expertise, knowledge, and information about successful operation of a citizen science/public participation in science project.  This information would be made available to other researchers and scientists with the USGS who might be considering developing a public participation in science project to assist in their own research questions.  The discovery process mentioned above would help to ensure success in the development of new citizen science programs, and increase the capacity of and improve outputs from existing programs.  An additional aspect would be to explore how data from current projects, and ones to be developed, be integrated into existing USGS systems and other efforts being pursued by the Council for Data Integration and DataOne.
