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	Use Case Name

Integrating USGS Aquatic Habitat Data


	Goal

A USGS biologist needs to combine data from multiple USGS databases that describe (1) the abundance of freshwater fish and also (2) the suitability of individual stream reaches as habitat for different fish species. The ultimate goal is to be able to identify stream reaches that of best potential to support fish under broad-scale human influences and thus to assist with planning and identification of protection or rehabilitation sites.

	Summary
Effective prediction of the abundance of particular species at particular locations is a primary objective of both ecology and natural resource management. Better knowledge of aquatic fish ecology and habitat requirements and improved tools for assessment and planning are needed to help conserve and rehabilitate populations throughout their native range. A USGS research project has the goals: (1) develop empirical species–habitat models that effectively predict the potential of stream reaches as habitats for important fish species, (2) describe the predicted distribution of habitats of various qualities, and (3) compare predictions with observed fish abundance. The resulting models, data, and tools to help managers assess the status of their stream habitat resources and prioritize conservation efforts. Evaluation of the model structure and predicted habitat distribution also provides insight into the suite of conditions that best support important fish species and how those conditions vary within and between watersheds.

The foundation of this project will be a “mashup” of data from multiple USGS has data systems that are fragmented among the former USGS Divisions: 
· The BioData Data Source contains aquatic bioassessment data (biological community and physical habitat data) using the NAWQA protocol.
· MARIS contains water body locations (lat/long, huc, nhd etc.), fish collection information by species, collection methodologies, size and age of samples, and water quality measures.

· The National Land Cover Dataset provides data that provide essential information that about the land adjacent to the reach, in the riparian buffer (locally or total upstream) and the watershed (locally or total upstream). Is this land used for agriculture, forested, residential, urban, or does it contain open bodies of water?
· The National Hydrography Database can be used to compute the size of the stream reach, its distance upstream from the mouth of the stream, and provides information about headwaters and tributaries.
· The National Elevation Dataset provides data about the slope of the stream itself as well as its watershed.

· The Mineral Resources Database provides data about naturally occurring geochemistry as well the influences of mining and refining operations along the stream and in its watershed.



