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Knowledge Organization Systems (KOS)

"The term knowledge organization systems is intended to encompass all types of schemes for organizing information and promoting knowledge
management. Knowledge organization systems include classification schemes that organize materials at a general level (such as books on a
shelf), subject headings that provide more detailed access, and authority files that control variant versions of key information (such as geographic
names and personal names). They also include less-traditional schemes, such as semantic networks and ontologies. Because knowledge
organization systems are mechanisms for organizing information, they are at the heart of every library, museum, and archive.

The term knowledge organization systems as used in this report was coined by the Networked Knowledge Organization Systems Working Group
at its initial meeting at the ACM Digital Libraries '98 Conference in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.” (Hodge, 2000)

KOS Relevant to the Natural Sciences

Vocabulary Servers and Databases

* Taxonomies, Thesauri & Ontologies

Gazetteers

e Lexicons
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